
All of the benches on the trail are inspired  
by books. Some are open as if marking the  
place you want to pick up next; some are  
piles of books with engravings depicting  
famous authors from our county; others are  
books waiting to be chosen from a shelf; one is 
resting on its spine, with open pages to sit on. 

Norwich was named England’s first UNESCO 
City of Literature in 2012, and to honour this big 
accolade, a book theme was chosen for this new 
series of benches. Norwich has been a literary 
city for over 900 years and today has a thriving 
community of authors, poets, historians, novelists, 
and storytellers as well as the National Centre 
for Writing, at Dragon Hall, King Street, Norwich, 
where people can share, learn, and collaborate.

Book 
Benches

A new exciting chapter began on the 
streets of Norwich in 2023 encouraging 
people to meet, dwell and enjoy the 
sights and sounds of the city within  
the eight districts of Norwich.

Thanks to all the partners who have 
brought the book benches to Norwich  
as part of the EXPERIENCE project 
including Norfolk County Council, 
Norwich City Council, National Centre 
for Writing and Norwich Business 
Improvement District (BID).

EXPERIENCE was a €24.5 million project co-financed 
by the European Regional Development Fund (€16.9 
million) through the Interreg France (Channel) England 
Programme, delivered from September 2019 to 
June 2023. Managed by Norfolk County Council, 
EXPERIENCE aimed to capitalise on the emerging 
global trend for local tourism and engagement with the 
great outdoors, heritage, and culture. The project also 
supported local tourism and hospitality businesses 
across Norfolk in developing new, low-environmental 
impact, off-season tourism experiences.

#CityofStories

Norwich  
Book Bench  
Walking Trail
Enjoy a stroll around Norwich 
with this series of book benches 
celebrating Norwich’s UNESCO 
City of Literature status.

Image: author Ashley Hickson-Lovence, Your Show

Left image: authors Ashley Hickson-Lovence,  
Your Show and Joyce Dunbar, Mouse and Mole

Right image: Rachel Hore, A Gathering Storm

Image above: authors Lynne Bryan, Iron Man,  
Henry Sutton, My Criminal World. Tiffany Atkinson, Lumen  
and Sarah Bower, The Needle in the Blood.

Did you know?

Share your story on the trail and  
be part of the next chapter
#CityofStories @norwichbiduk

Find out more about Norwich on @visitnorwich
Scan for more info

Norfolk resident Anna Sewell had one novel 
published: Black Beauty. Printed by Jarrolds 
in Norwich, Black Beauty went on to sell 
over 50 million copies worldwide and was 
instrumental in changing the Victorians’ 
attitude to the welfare of horses. 

Julian of Norwich (1342 -1416) was the 
first woman to be published in the English 
language. She wrote Revelations of Divine 
Love which is now recognised around the 
world as one of the greatest spiritual classics. 
A copy can be seen today at the Museum of 
Norwich on Bridewell Alley.

Forty-three book titles are featured within  
the designs of the benches.

All our stone benches were designed and 
sculpted by Ryan James and are made of 
stone sourced from the UK. 

Norwich is proudly home to many 
independent bookshops, and you can find all 
the books mentioned on our benches in our 
beautiful library in The Forum, or why not try 
the Honesty Library at Castle Quarter?

Find more about the writers and  
novelists depicted on the benches at  
visitnorwich.co.uk/book-benches 



Flanked by Norwich Castle,  
and situated on Gentleman’s Walk 
by Norwich Market, this bench  
is designed to look like a book  
on its spine, with wooden pages  
to relax on.

1 Gentleman’s Walk

These benches come as a pair. 
Either side of the medieval St 
Stephen’s church, find wooden 
books arranged as though they 
were stacked on a shelf.

Rampant  
Horse Street2

Created entirely of UK stone, this 
cascade of books is engraved 
with both the names of authors 
who lived in Norwich, and titles  
of books about the region.

Rouen Road4

Beneath the willow trees, find 
a stack of stone books neatly 
arranged as the perfect place to 
watch the river Wensum flow by. 

Riverside5

The largest bench on the trail. 
Designed by sculptor Ryan James, 
a 3.1m long stone book features a 
backrest of 25 smaller books, each 
engraved with names of books that 
have a relationship with Norwich.

St Martin- 
at-Palace Plain6

Situated outside Norwich 
University of the Arts on St 
George’s Street, sit back and 
relax on this double ended 
wooden bench.

St George’s Street7

The only metal bench on the trail, 
this design represents the eight 
areas of Norwich city centre 
through a palette of colours. 

All Saint’s Green3

Three stacks of stone books  
are arranged on the corner of 
Upper St Giles and Cow Hill.  
Their covers depict Anna Sewell’s 
Black Beauty; Julian of Norwich  
Revelations of Divine Love and  
S T Hamon’s Ritual Murder.

Upper St Giles Street8

This stone bench sits in a quiet 
corner of the UEA campus, 
celebrating just some of the 
world-famous graduates from 
UEA’s Creative Writing course – 
the first of its kind in the UK.
UEA is 2 miles along Earlham Road. 

University of  
East Anglia

THE FORUM

ASSEMBLY
HOUSE

NORWICH
CATHEDRAL

GUILDHALL

CITY HALL

CHANTRY PLACE

ANGLIA
SQUARE

CASTLE QUARTER
SHOPPING CENTRE

NORWICH CASTLE

RIVERSIDE
RETAIL PARK

RIVERSIDE
ENTERTAINMENT

CASTLE
GREEN

KING  STREET

ROUEN  ROAD

BER  STREET

RI
VE

RS
ID

E  
RO

AD

SURREY  STREET 

QUEENS   ROAD

RO
SA

RY
  R

O
AD

COLEGATE

W
ESTW

ICK  STREET

UN
IO

N  S
TR

EE
T W

HERRY  ROAD

W
HITEFRIARS

D
UK

E

BETHEL  STREET

ST  BENEDICTS  STREET

THORPE  ROAD

ST  GILES  STREETUPPER ST GILES  ST

ST  FAITHS  LANE

    C
ARROW

  R
OAD

CHANTRY  ROAD

TIM
BERHILL

C
O

W
   H

IL
L

ALL
  S

AIN
TS  

GREE
N

RI
VER

SID
E

HEIGHAM  STREET

THORN  LANE

EL
M

  H
ILL

THEATRE  STREET

RAMPANT HORSE STREET

KOBLENZ  A
VENUE

QUEEN  ST
ST  ANDREWS  S

CH
AP

EL
FI

EL
D 

 EA
ST

GAS HILL

KETTS HILL

RE
CO

RD
ER

  R
D

EX
CH

AN
G

E  
ST

PIGG  LANE

WENSUM  ST

GAOL  HILL

D
O

VE
  S

T

CLEVELAND  ROAD

A
LK

W  S
N

A
MELT

NE
G

M
A

R K
E T   AVENUE

TE
N 

 B
EL

L  
LN

FI
SH

ER
S 

 LN

U
PPER  G

OAT  LN

BEDDING  LN

MUSIC  HOUSE LN

TO
M

BL
AN

D

UPPER  CLO
SE

OPIE ST

NEW  MILLS  YARD

OLD BARGE

YARD

KING
 STREET

M
ALT

HOUSE
  R

D

UNICORN      

GOLDEN  DOG  LN

ST MARTIN-

 FRIARS  Q
UAY

HA
YM

AR
KE

T

CHARING  CROSS

C
A

ST
LE

  M
EA

DO
W

ST  G
EO

RG
ES   ST

ST  G
EO

RG
ES  STREET

RIVER  WENSUM

RIV
ER  W

EN
SUM

NOVI SAD
BRIDGE

CHAPELFIELD
GARDENS

THE
CLOSE

BISHOPS
BRIDGE

PULLS
FERRY

COW
TOWER

JARROLD
BRIDGE

CO
SL

A
N

Y
  S

T

   LONDON  ST

BEDFORD  ST

CA
ST

LE
  S

TR
E E

T

FARMERS  AVE

   

CA
TT

LE
 M

AR
KE

T ST

ST A
ND

R EW
S

H ILL

U PPER  KIN
G

  S T
  

  

THE  CLOSE

RECORDER
  

RD

MALT
HOUSE

  R
D

AGRICULTURAL

ST
 J

O
H

N
M

A
D

DE
RM

AR
KE

T

DUK
E  STREET

FYE  BRIDGE  ST

 

CHAPELFIELD  NORTH

WESTLEGATE

OAK  STREET

KOBLENZ  AVENUE

ST  MARTINS  LN

ST  MARYS  PLAIN

DEREHAM  RD

WILLOW 
  

CONVENT  RD

VA
UX

HA
LL

  S
TR

EE
T

PRINCE  OF  WALES  ROAD

           
PRINCES  STREET

SURREY  STREET

   BARRACK  STREET

BI
SH

O
P 

 B
RI

DG
E  

RD

G
RA

PES
       

H ILL
W

ELLIN
G

TO
N           LA NE

  

  

HOOKS  W
ALK

 ST
  S

TEPHENS  STREET

BANK PLN

ST  CRISPINS  RD

ST  STEPHENS
ROAD

RE
D 

 LI
O

N 
 S

T

ROSE  LANE

 

QU AYSIDE

  

UNTHANK ROAD

 

BANK ST

LOWER  CLARENCE  ROAD

ALBIO
N W

AY

LO
W

ER  GO
AT  LN

GILDERS  WAY

ST  SAVIORS  LN BLACKFRIARS ST

M
AG

DALEN
  STREET

POTTERGATE

VAUXHALL
COMMUNITY

HUB

PLANTATION
GARDEN

   

CHAPELFIELD
ROAD

HALL  PLAIN

   

GOLD
EN

  B
ALL

  ST

RI
  

ST  FAITHS  LANE

ROYAL ARCADE

 
 

 

RED
W

ELL ST

8

A

C

D

E

F

G

FIS
HERGATE

ST SWITHINS ROAD

NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR WRITING

AT DRAGON HALL

JOHN 
LEWIS

NORWICH 
CATHEDRAL

LANE

THE OLD HOSPITAL

THE CATHEDRAL OF 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST

Rampant Horse Street

St Giles Street

Gaol Hill

Surrey Street
Rouen Road

Ri
ve

rs
id

e

Pala
ce Stre

etPigg Lane

Quayside

El
m

 H
ill

Bedford Street

St M
artin

-at-Palace Plain

Lo
w

er
 G

oa
t L

n

Ri
ve

rs
id

e 
W

al
k

Ferry Lane

G
ol

de
n 

Ba
ll S

tre
et

A
ll 

G
re

en
Sa

in
ts

    S Bridew
ell A

lley

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Trail approx. 
5.75km or 

7,000 steps
not including  
UEA bench. 

Scan for more info

UEA this way

Car parks

‘Changing Places’ toilet  
(‘RADAR’ key disabled accessible) Norwich Market

Trail route

Route with no steps 

Norfolk Way Art  
Trail Light Installation

Museums

Bus stops

Taxi ranks

If you love the benches why not 
visit the UEA for the bonus bench?
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